
Welcome to KS5
At Upton-by-Chester High School

An enriching Sixth Form where our 
learners obtain the knowledge, skills, 
and life lessons that enable them to 
leave us as young adults, ready to 

flourish in the next part of their 
journey and beyond.



2025-26 A Level Results

99% Pass 
Rate at A 

Level

60 % of 
all 

grades 
A*-B

30% of 
all 

grades 
A*-A

In addition, and most importantly, the vast majority of our 
learners were able to move onto the next step of their 

journey on courses of their choosing.



6th Form Team

Miss Simpson- Head of Year 12

Ms Main- Early Applicant Lead

Mrs Stickels- Pastoral Manager

Mrs Gwyther- Next Steps 
Coordinator

Our Wonderful Form Tutors:
12X1- Ms Hewett

12X2- Ms Stedmans

12X3- Mrs Baker

12X4- Mr Cresswell

12X5- Ms McCarthy

12X6- Ms Mclean

12X7- Ms Seery

12X8- Miss Hellen 

12X9- Ms Thompson 



The School Day

8:40  Form Time
8:50      Lesson 1
9:50            Lesson 2
10:50 Break
11:10 Lesson 3
12:10 Lunch/ THRIVE
13:10 Lesson 4
14:10 Lesson 5



What else is on offer for learners within 
6th Form?

- EPQ
- Duke of Edinburgh
- Mental Health First Aid
- 6th Form Leadership Team
- Reading Buddy
- Peer Mentor
- KS3 Subject Support Role Model
- School Productions
- Sports Teams
- Supra Curriculum
- THRIVE
- Bespoke UCAS and Next Steps support



Attendance and Punctuality

- Attendance and attainment.

- Punctuality.

- Driving lessons.

- Permitted leave times.



Engage



Dress Code



Bursary

If you feel your child is entitled to a bursary then 
please apply, if you’re not sure, please read 

information on our website and don’t be afraid to 
ask.

PLE



Independent Learning

- We expect each learner to complete 7-9 hours 
independent learning for each of their respective 
subjects each fortnight.

- Independent learning covers the term homework 
and study period work in 6th Form.

- Independent learning will take the form of many 
different activities.

- Some independent learning will be set, but there 
is the expectation that learners will identify their 
own learning too.



What does our 2 week timetable consist of?

- Each subject has 9 lessons a fortnight. 
- Each learner has 9 directed learning sessions*.
- There is 1 PSHE lesson.
- There is 1 seminar (assembly) period. 
- There are 2, optional, ‘games’ lessons.
- Opportunities for enrichment, such as EPQ*.
- This means learners are engaged for around 

40-45 out of the 50 hours of the 2 week 
timetable.



Transition from KS4

https://twitter.com/_thefigen/status/1566327357727711233?s=27&t=_TKGxj5HZBVs8bEvIzDthA


Key Websites

Upton by Chester High 6th Form

Exam board specifications

Unifrog

UCAS

UpLearn

Anna Freud



PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

Why use Up Learn?

| PG. 14

44%

Based On: Study of 250 Students.

of Up Learn 
students 
outperform 
predicted grades. 
(vs 31% standard)

60%
of Up Learn 
students self 
report A/A* rate.
(vs 27% ave)

Students using Up 
Learn achieve A*/A 
rates at 2.2x the 
national average.



‘There is no distinct link between GCSE 
performance and A Level performance’ 

(Oakes and Griffin, 2016)

Learners who do not reach their full potential, (Ceiling Learners), have 
significant gaps in at least one of these areas, often more, and do not 

overcome these mistakes throughout the academic course.

Successful learners (Breakthrough Learners) score highly in the following 
areas:



VESPA- Here and Now
Vision- Use Unifrog to see what routes are available, and the courses they are 
on are the correct ones for that course.

Effort- This is down to the learner, how are they using their study periods and 
completing independent learning.

Systems- Over the next half term our learners will develop systems, from note 
taking to ways teachers promote methods and systems on how to complete 
work.

Practice- Learners must regularly practice testing their knowledge and/ or 
skills from the start of 6th Form.

Attitude- This should be highly positive right now, and it should maintain those 
levels throughout 6th Form.



What do we expect from our learners?
- High expectations of themselves and those around 

them in all that they do
- Work hard
- Communicate with us, so that we can offer 

appropriate and immediate support
- Remain teachable- be prepared to learn new skills 

as well as knowledge
- Follow our school rules (dress code and mobile 

phones)
- Believe in themselves to reach their full potential
- Get involved in our enrichment programs



Desired outcomes

For our learners to be happy and successful.

We want each and every one of our learners to reach 
their potential, and be able to leave us choosing their 
own pathway rather than being forced down avenues 
due to their outcomes.



Key Dates

4th September- Maximise Potential
5th October- Induction Assessment
13th November- UCAS Exhibition School Trip
19th November- Meet The Form Tutor
11th January- Mid Year assessment (PPE 1)
8th February- Work Experience
22rd April- Learner Progress Evening (Online)
21st June- End of Year Assessments
8th July- Next Steps Evening (Online)


