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“I ermm, err think that 

errmm, we should err be 

ready err, errmm for the 

future?” 

  

You are required to complete ALL of the activities in this transition pack for submission in the first 

week of the new academic year. The A Level in Politics is a fun, embracing yet challenging 

qualification. It will develop your thinking skills and vastly expand your knowledge of politics both 

in the UK and in the wider world. There will be nine taught hours per fortnight. It is then expected 

that students complete consistent independent study to support the course. This transition task 

will help you make the step up to Politics and set the expectation of independence needed 

throughout your studies. 



 

Politics in the UK 

This is a detailed and comprehensive assignment that you have been given. Do not rush it. We 

advise that you complete different parts of the transition pack at different points in the Summer 

holiday, rather than leaving it all until the final week of your break. You should expect to spend 

longer on these tasks than any homework you have completed before. A Level Politics will be a 

significant step up from the work you have completed in Year 11. 

Task One – People in Politics 

Look at the below photographs of British politicians. You must identify who they are, which party 

they belonged to and whether or not they were Prime Minister (PM) or Leader of Her Majesty’s 

Opposition (HMO). You should also find one political event, policy or law they were involved with 

and a sentence of explantion. Get your family involved in this task – your parents will remember 

any of these faces, and some of them might be better suited even to your grandparents! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://media-2.web.britannica.com/eb-media/57/4657-004.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic-art/615557/14767/Margaret-Thatcher-1983&h=450&w=356&sz=25&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=qlw2O8h1FNxBzM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=margaret+thatcher&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/40/John_Major_1996.jpg/449px-John_Major_1996.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:John_Major_1996.jpg&h=600&w=449&sz=34&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=ZoSJnWRTmi8QZM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=john+major&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikinews/en/4/4d/Edward_Heath.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Sir_Edward_Heath,_former_British_PM,_dies_at_89&h=256&w=186&sz=32&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=FVc95EspAGNi-M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=81&prev=/images?q=edward+heath+&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.atlaswords.com/IMAGES%2080/callaghan.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.atlaswords.com/GRAN%20BRETAGNA%2023.htm&h=300&w=300&sz=14&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=py7lHieO9DWQiM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=James+callaghan&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.metric.org.uk/press/releases/MSA/PICS/MSA_Neil_Kinnock.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.metric.org.uk/press/releases/MSA/msapics.htm&h=2592&w=1772&sz=462&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=kQUuas5Gi7X7nM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=neil+kinnock&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.politics.co.uk/photo/william-hague-$5887$180.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.politics.co.uk/reference/MPs/xmps/h/hague-william-$451804$1215196.htm&h=269&w=180&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&tbnid=pQeBl3gQXW4A7M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=76&prev=/images?q=william+hague+&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://bp2.blogger.com/_MvG5_g5Ybno/RgUAQSPCAsI/AAAAAAAAAJ8/ab7NMTuaCqQ/s400/winston_churchill.jpg&imgrefurl=http://veraikeji.blogspot.com/2007_03_01_archive.html&h=378&w=390&sz=29&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=qp5CW-5qEcoWZM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=winston+churchill&gbv=2&hl=en


 

Task Two – News and Elections 

 

Politics is a subject which cannot be unplugged from news and current affairs. Twitter is seen by 

some to be the future of Politics – it is used by journalists, politicians and politicos alike to share 

news and information as well as discuss political issues. I would advise that you create yourselves 

Twitter accounts as soon as possible and follow the below users for Political information and news: 

@Britainelects (for news and updates on all things electoral in the UK) 

@BBCNews / @SkyNews (or any other news station of your choice – or even more than one!) 

@bbcquestiontime (the UK’s most-watched political talk-show: BBC Question Time) 

@BorisJohnson (prime minister) 

@POTUS (the president of the United States of America) 

@DExEUgov (The Department for Exiting the European Union) 

And a range of political journalists like Julia Hartley-Brewer, Owen Jones, etc…  

Your second task is to keep an eye on these Twitter accounts (as well as wider sources – the news 

and shows on TV, newspapers and others) over the Summer holidays and make a note of any 

particularly interesting news that is relevant to Politics in the UK. You may even find some stories 

which are interesting internationally, particularly if you choose to follow Donald Trump…  This will 

help you with your next task.  

 

Task Three- Politics in the News 

 

You need to fill in the timeline below I would suggest using some of the links and connections 

below. Try to show variety in your notes, with the US in particular it is easy to keep a list of 

superficially outrageous but politically meaningless actions by Trump or Biden and forget about 

actions in Congress, constitutional issues and the Supreme Court.  

This is in a separate document with examples. 

 

Task Four – Parties and Issues 

To start, you should quickly research the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties. What 

do they stand for? Then, use the internet, textbooks and your imagination to create your own 

political party which will stand at the next election. You should include the party’s name, some 

points as to what the party stands for and three key policies your party will introduce if they are 

elected including why you would introduce them. These policies will cost money - will people have 

to pay more tax or would you make savings elsewhere? You have to justify your decisions. Some 

topics to consider might be: 



Health 

Crime 

The European Union 

Housing 

Education 

This task together with your book review should help you with the introductory assessment: 

What do Politicians need to do to be successful in Politics? 

 

Task Five- Book Review 

As you know, the importance of background reading in Politics is essential. It can be the difference between getting 

the grade you are currently looking at and the grade you need. 

Below is a list of worthwhile books for you to read. I’ve even made it easy for you by linking the relevant page in 

Amazon (other booksellers are available – or try your local library!) You need to read at least one of these 

books over the summer. If you’d prefer, you may choose an equivalent book. 

You will then need to complete a brief (500 word) review, containing a short summary of the book and its main 

ideas.This should also include a short piece of reflective writing on the book, such as what you found particularly 

interesting about it. The list is US and Trump centric but feel free to cover any political book you wish, if you are not 

sure it is a political book then please ask within the department. 

Click on the book for a hyperlink to the relevant Amazon page… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Hell-Did-This-Happen/dp/161185511X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1529581302&sr=8-1&keywords=how+the+hell+did+this+happen
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Case-Trump-Victor-Davis-Hanson/dp/1541673549/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+case+for+trump&qid=1561460224&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Understanding-Trump-Newt-Gingrich/dp/1478923067/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529596780&sr=1-1&keywords=understanding+trump
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Understanding-Trump-Both-Sides-Wall-ebook/dp/B077KYV1NZ/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529596780&sr=1-2&keywords=understanding+trump
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Trumpocracy-Corruption-American-David-Frum/dp/0062796739/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Trumpocracy&qid=1561460368&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Higher-Loyalty-Truth-Lies-Leadership/dp/1529000823/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529596713&sr=1-1&keywords=a+higher+loyalty
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Beyond-Messy-Truth-Apart-Together/dp/0399180028/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529597071&sr=1-1&keywords=beyond+the+messy+truth
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fire-Fury-Michael-Wolff/dp/1408711400/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529597158&sr=1-1&keywords=fire+and+fury
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Only-They-Didnt-Speak-English/dp/1785942271/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529597264&sr=1-3&keywords=fire+and+fury
https://www.amazon.co.uk/God-Save-Texas-Journey-America/dp/0241325706/ref=sr_1_10_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529597383&sr=1-10-spons&keywords=fire+and+fury&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Case-Impeaching-Trump-Elizabeth-Holtzman/dp/1510744770/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AX4M10TFDW7M&keywords=the+case+for+impeaching+trump&qid=1561460497&s=gateway&sprefix=the+case+for+impeaching+tr,alexa-skills,123&sr=8-1
hhttps://www.amazon.co.uk/Fear-Trump-White-Bob-Woodward/dp/1471181294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MIJDDWPBQ3YG&keywords=fear+by+bob+woodward&qid=1561460310&s=books&sprefix=fear+by+bob,alexa-skills,128&sr=1-1


GETTING READY FOR POLITICS A-LEVEL 
 

The politics department would love for you to use this time over the 

coming weeks and months to get interested in Politics. Start 

to develop your interest in the subject and build your 

general political knowledge. The following are 

suggestions, they are not compulsory, but we would love 

for you to engage in any that you find interesting.  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

Stitcher – A-level politics podcast 
Beyond Westminster 
BBC politics podcasts 
The Westminster Hour 
Politics.co.uk podcasts 
 

Guardian ‘politics weekly’ podcasts 
Going the way of the dodo 
10 of the best podcasts 
Takes from the lobby 
Learn out loud podcasts 

 

 

iPlayer Climate Change Playlist 
World economic forum videos 
Politics Live – BBC iPlayer 
The Andrew Marr Show 
The Politics Show 

Question Time 
BBC Parliament 
Cabinet Confidential 
Globalisation if Good – Johan Norberg 

 

You should see the Political Gogglebox list that we have added to your 

Edmodo group to support you.  

 

 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/alevel-politics-podcast
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00g6spw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=politics&suggid
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s624
https://www.politics.co.uk/podcast/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0006shh?fbclid=IwAR3FGxbFGXmWSMPCpdu6ftBBzM6JNeyM_DTXS84ab2Wnc6pAngkFjykDrcU
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jun/17/political-podcasts-10-of-the-best
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0006mr6
https://www.learnoutloud.com/category_podcast.php?cat=0&catid=26&level=0&id=26&
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=climate+change
https://www.weforum.org/videos/archive/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bjf8p5/politics-live
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0080bbs/the-andrew-marr-show
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00b2qm1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t1q9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/bbcparliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdAhv0D1_hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12YDLZq8rT4&t=352s
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Blunders-Our-Governments-Anthony-King/dp/1780742665
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Who-Governs-Britain-Pelican-Books/dp/0141980656/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/All-Out-War-Britains-Political/dp/0008215170/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/End-Party-Andrew-Rawnsley/dp/0141046147/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Shock-Doctrine-Rise-Disaster-Capitalism/dp/0141024534/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/WTF-Richly-argued-brilliantly-written/dp/1473661315/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1530693614&sr=1-1&keywords=robert+peston
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Inside-Story-Politics-Intrigue-Treachery/dp/0008201366/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/politicsreview
https://www.totalpolitics.com/
https://www.spectator.co.uk/
https://www.economist.com/
https://global-politics.co.uk/
https://www.theweek.co.uk/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/
https://www.netflix.com/title/70189282
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qgrd
https://archive.org/details/TheFogOfWarElevenLessonsFromTheLifeOfRobertS.Mcnamara
https://player.bfi.org.uk/rentals/film/watch-the-queen-2006-online
https://player.bfi.org.uk/rentals/film/watch-eye-in-the-sky-2016-online
https://player.bfi.org.uk/rentals/film/watch-malcolm-x-1992-online
https://www.amazon.com/Hotel-Rwanda-Xolani-Mali/dp/B002BVOY7G
https://www.netflix.com/title/80117542


 

 

 

If you have any further questions while you are enjoying your Summer holiday, my email 

address can be seen below   

Mr Fearon, Head of History and Politics 

fearonj@uptonhigh.co.uk 

The following book is the best at giving a detailed overview of all of the units you will study at 

year 12 and year 13, including units on Political ideology and US Politics. There are other 

textbooks available for this course – But this is the best. An image has been attached below. 

Purchasing books is not compulsory and the department will have enough copies to support 

teaching of this but some students have decided to purchase copies to encourage independent 

learning. It is though incredibly expensive so please in no way feel any obligation.  

 

 

 


