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Physics - Summer GCSE to A-level Bridging Activities

So you have selected to study Physics at A-level.  In which case there are several things that you need to do and need to be aware of to get off to a flying start in September.

On the website you should see several documents:
GCSE Physics Past Paper – this paper needs to be completed upon return in September

PIXL Gateway Physics Masterclass
Transition Pack
On these two documents they need to be printed out.  Within each document there is a mixture of general information, recap information on key things that you should remember from GCSE and/or will need to know in A-level and there are tasks that need to be completed which will be marked in the first couple of lessons in September.


As well as completing the other activities you need to make sure that you do the following in preparation for coming back to school in September.

1)  Get yourself several folders (can be lever arch ring binder folder or A4 ring binder folders).
One folder will be for your class notes/work etc, the second folder will be for all of your practical work.
2) Print off the Physics specification (link follows)
3) Print off the Physics data sheet (link follows) which contains all of the equations and constants that you will need throughout the two year course.

At Upton High School we follow the AQA A-level Physics specification and the links can be selected below.

Links:
Physics specification: 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-7407-7408-SP-2015.PDF

Physics Data booklet:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-74081-INS-JUN18.PDF

We use CGP textbooks and revision guides as part of the course.  These can be purchased independently prior to beginning the course, however, they can be purchased through the school in September at a significant discount to that available if you purchase them yourselves. 

The textbook we recommend is the A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 1 & AS Student Book with Online Edition ISBN: 978 1 78294 323 5 (RRP £19.99, School Price £10). 

This textbook would cover the content for the year 12 programme of study.  There would therefore be an additional book that would need be purchased at the end of year 12 which would cover the year 13 content:
A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 2 Student Book with Online Edition ISBN: 978 1 78294 328 0 (RRP £19.99, School Price £10). 


Alternatively there is one textbook that covers both year 12 and year 13 programme of study:
New A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 1 & 2 Student Book with Online Edition ISBN: 978 1 78908 048 3 (RRP £38.00, School Price £18.00). However, please be aware that this is quite a bulky textbook.


In addition there are a number of revision guides that may also be purchased, however, the one that we would recommend at this time is:
New 2018 Complete Revision and Exam Practice A-Level Physics Bundle: AQA Year 1 & 2 PRODUCT CODE: PARQB71 (RRP £25.00, School Price £12.00)

This bundle includes a revision guide for both the year 12 and year 13 course and in addition a workbook with questions (and markschemes) which could be very useful for your child whilst they are revising (or simply for additional practise).

The revision guide/workbook bundle is not a prerequisite for the course but may be of use should your child require additional revision material.


Useful websites that we use as part of the course are:
Seneca Learning:
https://www.senecalearning.com/
Physics and Maths Tutor
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
Khan Academy:
https://www.khanacademy.org/

We appreciate that these are not the only websites and we always welcome any suggestions from our students if they discover new and useful websites that can help with their revision.

We look forward to seeing you at the start of the Physics course in September.
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Mr Lydiate
Head of KS5 Physics
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