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Physics - Summer Year 1 to Year 2 A-level Bridging Activities

So you have successfully completed the first year of the A-level Physics course.  We hope that you have enjoyed what you have learned so far and are keen to return in September to continue this journey.  We also hope that we have been able to give you some insight into the potential career paths that Physics could lead you down and that this may have helped you, in some part, to decide what your next steps will be post A-level.  If not, don’t worry, but some thought does now need to be given to this.

As you return in September you will begin to think about Universities and potential courses that you may sit and your Physics teachers will have already discussed with you the criteria for a predicted grade for your UCAS applications.  You will also be considering attending University Open days to help with your selection process.  We recognise that this is an important part of the process and actively encourage it, however, we would like to point out that it will be expected that you come to speak to your Physics teachers to find out what work will be covered during your absence, and that you will catch up this work before the next lesson (where possible).

Now focussing on lessons and getting prepared for next year.

Your teachers will have given you individual tasks to complete over the summer, depending upon your performance in the end of year 12 mock examination.

If you successfully achieved your target grade then you are expected to be completing the “Year 13 Graph Skills Booklet”.  You will have been given a hard copy of this booklet to work in.  If you lose this booklet then there is a digital copy on the website which you can print off.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you did not achieve your target grade then you have been instructed to use the Seneca Learning Website to go over the core knowledge, answering the basic questions for each of the topics.  You then need to attempt a couple of past paper questions for each topic using the “PhysicsandMathsTutor” website.  This will be in preparation for another assessment at the start of year 13 to give your teachers a better understanding of what your predicted grades (UCAS and school based) will be.

In the meantime you will be expected to start the new academic year with your existing folders already organised and new folders ready for the year 13 content. It may help if you print off new copies of the specification and also a fresh copy of the Physics Data booklet.
Links:
Physics specification: 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-7407-7408-SP-2015.PDF

Physics Data booklet:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-74081-INS-JUN18.PDF

Some of you have already purchased the Year 2 textbook and it will now be expected for you to bring these with you to every lesson.  If you did not purchase the year 2 textbooks, then these are available for you to purchase from the school now.  Alternatively these can be purchased independently if you wish, however, like last year, we are able to offer a discount to the full retail price.

The textbook we recommend is the A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 2 Student Book with Online Edition ISBN: 978 1 78294 328 0 (RRP £19.99, School Price £10). 

Again, a reminder of some of the useful websites that we use as part of the course are:
Seneca Learning:
https://www.senecalearning.com/
Physics and Maths Tutor
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
Khan Academy:
https://www.khanacademy.org/

We appreciate that these are not the only websites and we always welcome any suggestions from our students if they discover new and useful websites that can help with their revision.

We look forward to seeing you at the start of year 2 of the Physics course in September.

Mr Lydiate
Head of KS5 Physics
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