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Forthcoming
Events


School closes for
Christmas holiday at
1.30 on 20st
December
[Also Pink Day]



School re-opens for
the spring term on
Mon 6th Jan [Week
2]



Sixth Form
Information
Evening- Weds 22rd
January



L6 Parents’ Evening
Tues 28th January

We were delighted to receive a recent visit from an ex-Upton High student who has
had a high profile career as a professional footballer since leaving the school a
decade ago. Tom Heaton is currently first-choice goalkeeper with Championship
high-flyers Burnley F.C. When we were thinking of someone to open our superb new
MUGA, Tom’s name quickly came to mind as the ideal choice.
Two weeks ago, Tom took time out from a hectic football schedule to pay a visit to
his old school. Those staff who remembered him quickly remembered some of his
school football exploits when he was part of a highly successful school team, three
of whom went on to professional football careers. The author of this article will
always remember a cup match in Birkenhead where Tom seemed unbeatable in 1 on
1 situations, so much so that forwards began to pass when they were clean through
on goal.
A reception was held to thank the many people who gave time, expertise and money
to bring the MUGA project to such a successful conclusion. Representatives from
Sport England, MBNA, Cheshire County Sports Club, our PTA and Governing Body
joined Tom and school staff for this official opening. Also present was Upton High
School’s Business manager Mr Steve Hancox who was project co-ordinator and
guiding light behind the project.
Tom then met students on the MUGA and posed for many photographs after cutting
the official ribbon. He said it looked a much better surface than the one on which
he remembered falling over! We are very grateful to Tom for his visit for which he
had to deal with a closed M6, but still arriving on time. He is an exceptionally
friendly young man and a superb role model for his profession. We are indebted also
to all those who helped in any way to provide our students with such a valuable
sporting and recreational facility.
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MUGA opening [continued].….
From left to right: Tom meets Mrs Dixon, Tom poses for photos with both the boys’ and girls’ teams who
made good use of their iPads.

Highest Form
attendance
December 2013
1st
10X2WO
Miss A. McLean’s Form
99%

2nd
8Y2WO
Mrs Sievers’s Form
98.9%

3rd
9Y4ME
Miss McKevitt’s Form
98.7%

Alumni News… Leeds Music Conservatoire…
Whilst on the subject of our alumni, Upton Voice is delighted to report on the
exciting progress being made by one of last year’s Upper Sixth students Sarah
Hayes. Sarah did exceptionally well to gain a place in the prestigious Leeds
Conservatoire. There are only 9 UK conservatoires that provide world-class
teaching and support to practical performers.
We are very grateful to Sarah’s mum who has forwarded a link to a recording Sarah
has made at Leeds College of Music. It is Sarah’s first recorded collaborative
project with a band of fellow students. She is playing piano/keys and singing
backing vocals on the track. In a first for Upton Voice, we provide a link to Sarah’s
track here:
https://soundcloud.com/sarahbethhayes/boy-boy-boy-interpretive-cover

[Upton Voice hopes the technology worked for you- if it did we know that you are
now highly impressed!]
Iain Archer came to the conservatoire to meet with the students and record the
track. Music followers will be aware that Iain Archer writes for Leona Lewis and
Snow Patrol amongst others. Warmest congratulations to Sarah for her many
achievements to date- we are sure there are many more to come.

CHARITY INITIAVE…
Upton High students and
parents know no bounds when it
comes to supporting charities.
Upton Voice was delighted to
hear from Mrs Smale about this
year’s shoebox project.
‘This year the students sent
shoe boxes via Teams4u , an
organisation which helps rebuild
lesser developed communities.
It was a pleasure to contribute
to the fantastic work that they
do.’
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Filmclub competition winner..
Upton Voice is extremely grateful to Learning Hub Manager Mr Ryan for this update about a superb success
in a national competition.
Last year Juliana Christianson of Year 10 entered a national Filmclub competition to create a storyboard.
Juliana won the competition and her prize was to have her story made into a film with the assistance of
professional filmmakers.
Last July Paul & Laila from Twin Vision came to school to work with Juliana and Becky Clough, Beth Newis,
Laura Williams, Rachel Ferguson, and Jonny Manning. Together they all brought Juliana’s story to life over
two days of set and model making, and then the painstaking task of filming stop motion animation. Special
thanks must go to the Design & Technology Department (particularly Mrs. Newman), the Art Department &
the Drama Department for their provision of materials and support.
The completed film was entered in the National Youth Film Festival competition in the Autumn, and on
Wednesday 11th December the film was premiered in school at a Special Assembly. Pupils listened to
Juliana, Paul & Laila talk about the creative processes involved, and were hopefully inspired to get creative
themselves. The team was also presented with a DVD of the final film. Juliana’s blog of the whole project,
including photos and a link to the final film, can be viewed here: http://dollshousefilm.wordpress.com/
Congratulations once again to Juliana and to all who collaborated in the project.

Politics visit from Lib-Dem Life Peer Baroness Walmsley

Emma-Jane Hughes reports…

On Friday 22nd November, Upton High School was
privileged to have the company of Baroness
Walmsley.
Baroness Walmsley gave a presentation to the
young, aspiring political students about the roles
and responsibilities of being a Peer and how she
started her political journey.
Moreover, she gave a thorough description of how
she became a Peer. She mentioned that she
received a phone call asking her to join the House
of Lords. Nevertheless, she did admit that at first
she was very apprehensive and had questioned
whether she would be capable of rising to this
position as it is a thoroughly demanding job.
However, after being a Baroness for 13 years, she
admits her great satisfaction and joy in the job.
It is clear that Baroness Walmsley is very
passionate about education and skills as she was
the party’s spokesperson in the House of Lords up
until 2003,and again from 2004 onwards, showing
her true passion for this particular issue.
Baroness Walmsley also showed the politics
students pictures of the House of Lords and took
the time to explain the protocols of the Upper
House. It was also extremely informative in the
aspect that it allowed us to understand the vast
differences between the House of Lords and the
House of Commons.
We discovered that both houses have speakers:
however, in the House of Lords, the speakers role
isn’t as demanding, being more calm and
organised, whereas the House of Commons can get
out of control quite easily!
The politics students were also given the great

opportunity to ask Baroness Walmsley any questions
that we may have for her. She fielded numerous
questions, her answers showed why she has the role
she has. Demonstrating the qualities needed to fulfil
this job, she answered each question truthfully and in
great detail.
The most significant questions were from two current
A2 students. One asked a very important and
interesting question as to what her maiden speech was
about, which she answered with great delight. Baroness
Walmsley explained that she made her maiden speech
on the topic of Education Bill; however, with it being
so many years ago, she could not specifically remember
the exact wording of her speech. Nonetheless, she did
explain that she remembered being very nervous
before her first appearance in front of the house, and
remembered Kenneth Baker sitting next to her when
she was eating her lunch, talking to her about her
upcoming speech.
The other question, which was highly enlightening to us
as students, asked why Liberal Democrats did not keep
their promise about University fees. Baroness Walmsley
was not fazed by this question, but instead seemed
eager to get her party’s position across. She calmly
explained that it is difficult for Liberal Democrats to
enforce their original policies when they are in a
coalition with another party. She explained that had
Liberal Democrats been voted into power, instead of
being involved in a coalition, a different policy would
have been followed. Reminding us that in a coalition,
there is an issue of compromise and it was just
unfortunate for the students that this issue was the
subject of such a compromise.
In conclusion, the visit from Baroness Walmsley was
thoroughly inspiring, extremely enlightening and
educational. It was such an experience to be taught
about politics from such a highly respected political
figure. It also shows what a down to earth person she
truly is, as she took the time out of her busy schedule
to present us with an insight into the political system.
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Tie dye is back…..
Design Technology Textiles students have been upcycling their old pillowcases using Tie Dye techniques and
then they have been customising them with fabric pens and buttons.
We are hoping to start a project with Year 10 GCSE students making a bag from a suit sleeve to continue our
recycling and upcycling work. If you have any old shirts, suits, ties or thread at home we would be very
grateful for any donations.
As you can see from the picture they are very proud of their work!

TWITTER…..

Look who our Choir met at the Zoo. More
music news on page 15…

@uptonvoice
Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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Maathai Hall tree planting………..
On a cold, crisp November morning, a number of students from Maathai Hall and volunteers
from the local area, dressed warmly and armed with spades, went down to Marl Heys near
Western Grove to plant some trees. There were over 100 trees to plant on the green.
We got into pairs and set about our task. The saplings were around 20cm in height. In order
to plant the trees we had to put our spades into the ground and make a split in the ground
where our partners could then plant the trees and close the gap by pressing on the ground
surrounding the sapling to close the gap. In total, all of the groups managed to plant all 105
saplings within the hour. Great teamwork got the job done in under half of the expected
time! The only job left to do now is to wait for them to grow!
Many thanks to Year 9 student Jack Gooding for his account of this valuable community
initiative.

North-West fencing champion……
You have probably read in previous
editions of the Voice about our
talented sportsmen and women in a
whole variety of sports.

Below: Elliot with the trophy and in action.

One thing we have not featured before
is the sport of fencing. As it happens,
we have in our talented student body
some experts in fencing. We are
delighted to report that Elliot
Christianson of Year 7 has recently
been crowned fencing champion of
North-West England, and you can see
him here pictured with his trophy.
Sister Juliana is also excellent with
the epee, so we will watch
developments here with interest. Well
done on this great success.

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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Healthy Chemistry Quiz Event……
JOHN WOOD

CHICO MENDES

WANGARI MAATHAI

As part of the Chemistry Week
events supported by the Royal
Society of Chemistry (RSC),
Techniquest Glyndŵr (TQG) in
Wrexham held a Healthy Chemistry
Quiz night on Wednesday 20th
November. The free event was
open to high school and college
students who are members of
ChemNet, the support network
organised by the Royal Society of
Chemistry.
Mr Bell arranged the trip and 15 6th
formers were among the 45
students and staff from Upton-byChester High School, The Alun
School (Mold) and students from
Coleg Cambria who took part in
the event. It included hands on
time with the various display
experiments at TQG, three
presentations about health related
Chemistry and a chemistry
quiz.They also enjoyed pizza.

AUNG SAN SUU KYI

MUHAMMED YUNUS

Dr Ian Ratcliffe from Glyndŵr University
spoke about Bio-Polymers in wound
treatment, Hannah Roberts from
Manchester University explained her
research on radioactive contamination
of minerals and Dr Max Maza from
Glyndŵr University highlighted
chemistry techniques used in cancer
detection.
One of the Teams, Katie Johnston and
Stephanie Lee, from Upton-by-Chester
High School came equal first but lost
out on a tie-break question to win
second prize in the Chemistry quiz
event and were presented with special
prizes by Scot Owen Education Manager
at TQG.
Many thanks to Mrs Kam for the report
and to Mr Bell for organizing the visit.
The students about to divide up a pizza
appear to be giving the task full
concentration!

Upton-by-Chester
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Media Studies visit to London……
London Film Academy

During our time in London, we visited the London Film Academy where we had a 3 hour cinematography
workshop. During this session we listened to a cinematographer as she told us all about the planning and
production which goes into making a film. We learnt about the different jobs within the film-making industry,
most of which we had never even thought about! This really allowed us to consider opportunities for our future
which we weren’t previously aware of.
Something which truly interested me was when we learnt about the ways in which sets are lit before a scene is
filmed. Lighting doesn’t seem like an important factor but when we were shown demonstrations of different
amounts of light being used, I discovered that it really does make an exceptional impact. By simply adding
more light intensity, the scene is given a completely different atmosphere and this I found very fascinating.
The woman who was teaching us was very skilled and experienced so it was a great opportunity for us to find
out more about film-making from someone who has actually been through the process. Visiting London Film
Academy was a fantastic experience and it really opened my eyes to the importance of pre-production and
mise-en-scene when creating a film!
Laura Wiggins L6

Above: John Ward - award winning Director of
Photography with our U6 students

BBFC

On the second day of our trip we visited the BBFC, which stands for 'the British Board of Film Classification'.
The BBFC is an independent, non-governmental body which is responsible for the national classification and
censorship of films within the United Kingdom.
Once we entered the BBFC we were took to a seated area located near the back of the building where we
listened to BBFC employee Heidi, who explained to us what her job really entailed. A few of the main facts
she told us that stuck with me are that there are only 12 employees in all of the BBFC that give films a
rating certificate, each given 5-6 hours of footage to review each day, which they watch in a private cinema
beneath the BBFC. What also interested me was the varied range of content an employee could be watching
in the space of a day, for instance a charming children's film like the ' Teletubbies' in the morning to the
repulsive horror that is the 'Human Centipede' after lunch.
The BBFC was one of the most interesting places we visited in London in my opinion. The sheer detail that
goes into differentiating between one certificate rating from another was fascinating. It is also fascinating to
think that the employees of the BBFC get to watch and rate films all day. Heidi’s job had a lot more to it
than I originally thought and I'm really glad we had the opportunity to learn more about the people that
basically decide what's suitable or not suitable for the British public to watch.
Mel Lynch L6

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter

Page 8 of 16

Media Studies visit to London [continued]……
On the second night of the trip, we went to
see a West End performance of Billy Elliot at
the Victoria Palace Theatre. The story is about
a young boy growing up in a mining town in the
1980s, and how his dream to become a ballet
dancer inspires his whole town, and changes
his life. Having already seen the film version, I
was excited to see how it would be adapted to
the stage.
The music for the show was written by Elton
John, which was a definite highlight, and made
it a lot different from the film. The show was
both very funny and emotional, with a few
scenes proving themselves to be tearjerkers,
which made the show that much more amazing
and exciting to watch. The cast of the show
was brilliant, and since the majority of the
cast were children, this made the extremely

On the last day of the trip we had a tour around the
National Theatre which featured all three stages and
a backstage workshop where all the props and sets
were made. The first theatre we looked at was the
Lyttelton theatre, which was preparing for a preview
of a new show so we were able to see the backstage
team put together different pieces of sets.
The second stage we looked at was The Shed, a
temporary structure that generally held shows from
less experienced directors and writers which
provided a good opportunity for up and coming
talents to show their work on a larger scale. My
favourite theatre, the Olivier, was the largest of the
three and had a rounded auditorium which we were
told was the right angle for every member of the
audience to see the actor at any time during the
performance. The backstage workshop was
completely different to the rest of the tour, and we
were able to see some of the props and pieces of set
up-close as well as hearing more information about
what was being made, and the different processes
which went into making sets. Overall this was one of
my favourite parts of the trip, as I really enjoyed
learning more about how the theatres were run and
the processes which went into putting on the shows.

Jenny Dewhirst L6
high standard of the show even more
impressive. Personally, my favourite character
was Michael, because of the humour he
brought to the story, and my favourite part of
the show was a dance sequence between Billy
and his older self, as the choreography was
amazing and it showed us the importance of
dancing in Billy's life. Overall, I thoroughly
enjoyed the show, would recommend it to
anyone, and would definitely go and see it
again.
Ellie Andrews L6
Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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PE visit to Chester University Sports Science Department……
Recently we visited Chester University for a
conference with the Sports and Exercise science
department. During the day we attended 4 sessions;
Biomechanics, Sociology, Physiology and
Psychology.
We started the day with Sociology where we all
split into groups and discussed things related to the
Olympics such as ‘how much does a gold medal
cost?’ It was a very interesting session as we found
out how much the British Olympic Association
invests in certain sports.
Next we moved onto Biomechanics. This session
was split into 2 halves; the first half was based in
the classroom where we learned about performance
analysis. We watched 2 videos in the classroom
session, the first of which was called ‘monkey
business’. This video involved 2 teams of 3 people
passing a ball to each other, we had to count the
amount of passes the white team completed. In the
video different things happened in the background,
firstly a gorilla appeared in the middle of the
screen, next a member of the black team left the
stage and finally the colour of the background
changed from red to orange. The 2nd video was of a
boxing match. For this video we split into pairs. One
of us counted the number of successful punches and
the other counted the number of unsuccessful
punches. Throughout the group different pairs
counted different amounts of punches and the
numbers varied but nobody got the correct number.
In the 2nd half of the session we went into a room
with special equipment in it to see how much force
is exerted when we run. This was very interesting
because we found a difference in the force expelled
from a person who runs of the front of their foot

Badminton winners……
We are, of course, used to the regular success of
our superb girls National Championship winning
badminton team.
It is great to report on the achievement of our Year
10 boys’ badminton team, which stormed through
to win the Chester and District competition, losing
only one game in the whole tournament.
Regular players Ewan Cooke, Jack Wild and David
Baird were ably assisted by new member Owen
Meredith. The boys played superbly throughout the
competition and did themselves and their school
proud with their performance and attitude. We are
now looking forward to the next round which will
involve schools from all over Cheshire. Well done
lads!!!
Report: Mr Owen
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and someone who uses their whole foot to run.
After Biomechanics we had lunch.
Our 3rd session was on Physiology which started with
an explanation of what applied Physiology is. We
then split of into groups and did a practical session
in which one person was on an exercise bike and
had to cycle at different rates for a set amount of
time, the subject had to cycle at 50rpm for 4
minutes, 100rpm for 4 minutes and 450rpm (the
rate at which Bradley Wiggins was going during the
Olympic time trial) for 1 minute. While the subject
was cycling the rest of the group was taking
readings of their BPM, the amount of gases in the
breath they breathed out and the number of litres
of breath they expelled during exercise.
Our final session was Psychology, which was all
practical. There were 2 activities to complete; the
first of these was a light board. The light board had
lots of buttons on it and when they lit up we had to
press them, the objective of this activity was to
press as many buttons as you could in 30 seconds.
The second activity was to draw a star between the
outline they gave you however we couldn’t look at
the paper, we had to draw it by only looking in a
mirror, this made everything upside down and the
wrong way round. Mrs Lynch had trouble drawing
the star, it took her more than 6 minutes!!!
We would all like to thank Mrs Lynch and Miss
Collinson for taking us for this great experience but
most of all like to thank the University for hosting
this great conference.
Thanks to Isaac Green (L6) for this comprehensive
report.

Swaziland quiz….
This is a warm and open invitation to anyone
wanting to enter a team in our quiz night to
be held in Cheshire County Sports Club on
Thursday 23rd January starting at 7:30pm
and finishing around 9:30pm.
It costs £5 for a team of 4-6 people.
The money raised will help contribute to our
6th form trip to Swaziland in Summer 2014.
Anyone interested in taking part should
speak to Mr Owen or Miss Brown to get a
letter. Thanks for your support.
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Mock Council of the European Parliament……
The politics of the European Union were brought to
life for students from Upton-by-Chester High School
this week when they took part in a Mock Council of
the European Union.
Thirty secondary schools and colleges from across
England gathered in the Cabinet Office in London
on 13 November to debate and make decisions on
youth unemployment and air quality. The event was
organised by the British Council and the European
Commission as part of the Comenius programme.
Each school represented one of the 28 EU Member
States, the European Commission or the
Secretariat-General of the Council. Upton-byChester High School represented Poland.
Molly Pritchard who was one of two students
involved said: “I found the day particularly
interesting because the topics we were debating,
youth unemployment and air quality, are becoming
increasingly relevant to my generation. This is
illustrated by the release of new unemployment
figures just this week. Researching Poland's stance
was thoroughly enjoyable and I also gained an
insight into smaller EU countries’ viewpoint like
Latvia and Slovenia. I learned a lot on the
initiatives they are taking to tackle air quality and
youth unemployment."

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter

Head of History Elinor Suter said "This has been a
wonderful experience for our students who have
seen the inner workings of the European Union from
the level of civil servants to ministers. Moreover,
Molly and Will have seen the importance of
negotiation and compromise in their dealings with
other EU member states."
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg welcomed the
students and chaired the start of the session on
youth employment. He said: “It’s important to get
students and young people talking about the issues
that have an impact on their lives; from the jobs
opportunities they have to the quality of air they
breathe, their voice and contribution matters.
“Thanks to the British Council and European
Commission, 30 schools from across the country
have been given a fantastic opportunity to get
involved in the debate by participating in today’s EU
Mock Council. It will help inspire them in their
chosen careers, whatever path they choose, arming
them with essential skills to negotiate and the
experience of being able to set out powerful
arguments, win support and secure deals on real-life
issues. It’s invaluable.”

Below: the British Council press photo with
Deputy PM Nick Clegg and students.
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Senior Citizens Afternoon……
Our students hosted a senior citizens afternoon
Christmas Tea on Monday 16th December. This was
a free event with free Bingo and a free raffle. The
students were a credit, waiting on and socialising.
Musical entertainment was provided by Tom Reid,
Jessica Pridding, Emma Cerutto, Christopher
Graham, Mark Graham, Hannah Jenkins and Ayllssa
Williams.
A big thank you to Mr Ali of the Bombay Palace, The
Fair Trade Hut and Mr Ryan in the Hub for providing
some of the raffle prizes. Also a big thank you to
our photographers Mrs Roberts and Miss Clarkson!
Our guests were very complimentary of the
students’ manners and social skills, thanking us for
a lovely afternoon. Nazeem even learned how to
play Bingo!
Well done to all!

“This was such a brilliant afternoon,
everyone really enjoyed it, please
can we do it again next year, I really
want to help again." Naeema Ali

"Thank you for today, we loved performing
for the local senior residents and spending
time chatting with them. Thank you for
letting us help."
Alyssa Williams and Hannah Jenkins

“Thank you for inviting me, I was
really impressed by the way the
students looked after us."
Local resident Mr Worth

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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School production February 2014……
An ambitious move by the Performing Arts Department sees our annual school production being staged in
Runcorn this year, in the town’s superb theatre facility. This is an expensive undertaking and we are
seeking sponsorship from any local businesses that may be able to help. Please read on to see if there is
any way YOU can help.
WHO ARE WE?
Upton High School Performing Arts department have taken a huge step forward, are aiming high and are
raising the bar. In February 2014, we will be performing The Wizard of Oz in The Brindley, a local
professional theatre. We are looking for partners to sponsor this exciting venture.
HOW CAN YOUR BUSINESS CONTRIBUTE?
We feel that high profile, successful, local Chester businesses such as yours are ideally placed to contribute
toward the financing of this initiative. Any contribution that your company makes would greatly increase
the scope and ambition of the venture and enhance its success. We are seeking contributions of: £100,
£250, £500, £750 and £2000.
WHY SHOULD YOUR BUSINESS BE INVOLVED?
We are offering you the opportunity to become principal partners in the venture: the greater the
contribution, the higher the profile. We will carry your logo, advertise your brand and represent your
business, to a captive audience of 1200. We will include the name of your company when engaging in all
pre and post publicity opportunities with local press, radio and broadcast agencies. The potential target
audience is huge and coupled with the inevitable feel good factor, this initiative offers a rare opportunity
for your business to widen its appeal and marketing profile hugely, for a relatively small outlay. It is
innovative, exciting and forward thinking, just like your company.
HOW DO YOU BECOME A PARTNER?
In the first instance please reply to this email, giving your contact details and we can then discuss the
partnership going forward. We look forward to an exciting future together.

Mr Chris Tierney
Head of Performing Arts
Upton-by-Chester High School.
St James Avenue
Chester CH2 1NN
Tel: 01244 981 240 ext 22945
Email: tierneyc@uptonhigh.co.uk

TICKETS

Ctr & Click the image above to go to
Brindley Theatre Box Office

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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News reports from the English Department……
Year 9 students Eve Russell and Jack Jones
were the winners of the English Department's
Annual Public Speaking Competition. Each of
the students was awarded a £25 Amazon
voucher. One of the runners up was Harry
Cable, who received a £15 Amazon Voucher.
The students presented a speech in their
English class about a subject they felt
passionate about. Jack Jones' speech on the
topic of seagulls was highly entertaining and
informative whilst Eve felt extremely
passionate about car bumper stickers - cars in
particular which are 'powered by fairy dust'.
Their English classes voted for a class winner,
who then had to present their speech to their
year group in a thrilling final. Well done to all
of the students who participated in this event.
Pictured above: Eve and Tom. Below: 9XEN2 English group. Reports: Mrs Johns
Sixty Year 9 students participated in a visit to
the IWM North museum on 13th November.
They were engaged by the exhibits on display
and produced some imaginative and inspiring
creative writing.
It was a great opportunity for the students
to see 'real life' examples of WW1
memorabilia which helped to re-enforce
their understanding of the importance of
WW1 and develop their subject knowledge in
their English and History studies this half
term.
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Forty Year 8 students participated in the
History and English Department Ghost Tour of
Chester. The students were amazed to learn
about the ghost stories associated with
Chester, in particular, the tragic story of jilted
lover Sarah who haunts Thornton's.
Some of the group witnessed paranormal
activity in the shop, when an item fell off the
shelf. Do they put air conditioning on in
November??? This will help to prepare students
with their studies of gothic literature in 2014.
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Music news from Miss Thompson…
Our wonderful Year 11 student Joe Mears is starring as
“Proff” in “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”.
Don’t miss the opportunity to see him lead the dwarfs to help
Snow White.
Joe is a regular performer with Tip Top Theatre, appearing
recently at Theatr Clwyd in “The King and I”, as well as
currently rehearsing for the part of the Wizard in our school
production “The Wizard of Oz”. Well done Joe!
THANK YOU
It has been an incredibly busy
past few weeks with our
school musicians taking part
in numerous performances
both on and off site.
Music examination successes
Many congratulations to:
Lucy Searle – Grade 8 Flute with
Distinction!!!
Chris Graham – Grade 8 Piano
Stella Dixon – Grade 5 Theory with
Merit

Our musicians always
represent us in the finest
possible way and we are very
grateful to them for their
commitment and enthusiasm.
Merry Christmas to you all!!

Chester Zoo Choir Visit

On Saturday December 7th, 25 choir members visited Chester Zoo and sang carols, as part of the Winter
Wonderland Zoo experience.Singing at 11am and 4pm, the choir drew quite a crowd, despite the cold!
Thank you to all the wonderful singers!

Upton-by-Chester High School Newsletter
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Final thoughts of 2013… Message from Headteacher Mrs P. Dixon

‘My very best wishes
for a happy and
peaceful New Year’

Dear parents, carers, students and friends of Upton-by-Chester High School,
I am delighted to be writing to you in this our final version of Upton Voice for 2013.
I now have the first term ‘under my belt’ and I would like to say many thanks to
everyone in our school community for making me feel so welcome, and for their
tremendous support.
I am proud to lead Upton High which is an outstanding school in so many ways. As a
newcomer I have spent a lot of time observing and learning about my new school
over the past 15 weeks and I have been amazed, inspired and at times humbled by
what I have seen. The diversity which is Upton is awe inspiring, from the
outstanding practice I have observed in the classroom to the GCSE and A level
celebration evenings, rewarding our hard working students. Add to this the
impressive range of co-curricular activities reported in Upton Voice, which is far
broader and more diverse than any I have encountered in a school before, and the
result is a happy and successful school which provides the very best education for
all of its young people.
May I wish you all a restful and joyful holiday.
With my very best wishes for a happy and peaceful New Year,
Mrs Paula Dixon
Headteacher

We’re on the Web
www.upton-bychester.cheshire.sch.uk

uptonvoice@mail.com
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Thanks for reading!

